
1 Kings 8:58
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

That he may incline our hearts unto him, to walk in all his

ways, and to keep his commandments, and his statutes, and

his judgments, which he commanded our fathers. 

Analysis

That he may incline our hearts unto him, to walk in all his ways, and to

keep his commandments, and his statutes, and his judgments, which he

commanded our fathers.

This verse contributes to the broader narrative of dedication of the temple, within

the book's focus on Solomon's wisdom, temple building, and tragic apostasy. 

The  Hebrew  text  reveals  nuances  important  for  understanding  this  passage's

contribution  to  1  Kings'  theological  message  about  kingship,  covenant,  and

faithfulness  to  Yahweh.  This  verse  demonstrates  the  consequences  when God's

people—especially their leaders—either follow or forsake the covenant established

at Sinai.

Historical Context

First Kings was written during or after the Babylonian exile (6th century BCE),

reflecting on the monarchy period (10th-9th centuries BCE) to explain why the

kingdoms fell. Solomon's reign (c. 970-930 BCE) represented Israel's golden age of

peace and prosperity. 

Ancient  Near Eastern kingship ideology viewed kings as  divine representatives

responsible for maintaining cosmic order through right worship.  Archaeological
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discoveries  from sites  like  Megiddo,  Hazor,  and Samaria  confirm the historical

reliability  of  1  Kings'  descriptions  of  building  projects  and  administrative

structures.

Related Passages

Matthew 25:31 — Final judgment 

Romans 2:1 — Judging others 

Study Questions

How does the temple as God's dwelling place help us understand Christ's

incarnation and the church as God's temple today?

What does Solomon's prayer and dedication teach about approaching God in

worship and prayer?

How does this verse point toward or prepare for the coming of Christ and His

eternal kingdom?

Interlinear Text

וֹת להְַטּ
That he may incline

H5186

ּ נו לבְבֵָ
our hearts

H3824

יו אֵלָ
H413

כתֶ ֶ ללָ
H1980

בכְּלָ
H3605

יו ְּרכָָ ד
in all his ways

H1870

ר ולְשְִׁמֹ
and to keep

H8104

יו מִצוְֹתָ
his commandments

H4687

וחְֻקָּיו
and his statutes

H2706

יו ומִּשְׁפּטָָ
and his judgments

H4941

ר אֲשֶׁ
H834

ה ָּ צוִ
which he commanded

H6680

אֶת
H853

ּ׃ אֲבֹתיֵֽנו
our fathers

H1

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Additional Cross-References

Psalms 119:36 (Parallel theme): Incline my heart unto thy testimonies, and not to

covetousness.

Jeremiah 31:33 (Word):  But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the

house of Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward

parts, and write it in their hearts; and will  be their God, and they shall be my

people.

Hebrews 13:21 (Parallel theme): Make you perfect in every good work to do his

will, working in you that which is wellpleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to

whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Philippians 2:13 (Parallel theme): For it is God which worketh in you both to will

and to do of his good pleasure.

Deuteronomy 4:1 (Judgment): Now therefore hearken, O Israel, unto the statutes

and unto the judgments, which I teach you, for to do them, that ye may live, and go

in and possess the land which the LORD God of your fathers giveth you.

Deuteronomy 6:1 (Judgment):  Now these are the commandments, the statutes,

and the judgments, which the LORD your God commanded to teach you, that ye

might do them in the land whither ye go to possess it:

Deuteronomy 4:45 (Judgment): These are the testimonies, and the statutes, and

the judgments, which Moses spake unto the children of Israel,  after they came

forth out of Egypt,

Song of Solomon 1:4: Draw me, we will run after thee: the king hath brought me

into his chambers: we will be glad and rejoice in thee, we will remember thy love

more than wine: the upright love thee.
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